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1. (C) - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. EHtOFFS CALLEO UPON CHIEF COMMISSIONER FOR AFGHAN / 
REFUGEES 8RIGA0SER SAEEO AZHAR TO OtSCUSS CQNCfRNS RAIT ■ / 
t 

IN REF A. ACCORDING TO AZHAR. PRESIDE*? II A HAS PERSON- / ,_ 
ALLY ORDERED THE NATIONAL LOGISTICS CELL (MLC) TO PROflOE / -"-.' 
ALL SUPPORT, MAINTENANCE, AND COOPERATION THAT / 

COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE MIGHT NEED IM TRANSPORTING RELIEF 
GOODS TO PAKISTAN'S ESTIMATES ^ / 

TUG MILLION AFGHAN REFUGEES. / *'• 

COST FOR NLC'S SERVK CE-S HILL COHL OUT OF RELIEF AOHINIS- / r 
TRATION BUDGET. / ' 

/ 

3. NLC CURRENTLY MAINTAINS FIFTEEN KOREAN-tUUT TRUCKS ' 
DONATED BY RQK ANO HAS MORKEO OUT SYSTEM TO MAINTAIN 
AND OPERATE FIFTY IN-SOUND SSUZU TRUCKS DONATED IT JAPAN. 
ISUZU SPARES ARE TO 8E PURCHASEO KITH FUNDS FROM JAPAN'S 
CONFIDENTIAL 
CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ISLAMA 082** 2309322 

DOLS 1.1 MILLION TRANSPORTATION C0N8RIBUT ION. 



CONFIDENTIAL 



/ iJ 
I't 



I 




CONFIDENTIAL 

«. THE 8RIGI0IER EMPHATICALLY REPEATED HIS ASSERTION 
THAT RELIEF EFFORT*! TRUCKINS COSTS COULO IE REOUCEC 
BT AS MUCH AS THREE-FOURTHS IF NIC KM ABLE TO OPERATE 
FLEET OF 03HATEO TRUCKS. EXORBITANT AMD EIER-INCREASIHS 
RATES CHARGED 0T THE INOEPEN0ENI TRUPCIN6 FIRMS 
MERE ONEROUS BURDEN FOR SOP TO SEAR. AXHAR SAID 
AMERICAN TRUCKS UITH A CARRYING CAPACITY OF f-l.t TONS 
HOULO PRESENT NO PROBLEM FORI NLC'S MAINTENANCE CAPABILI- 
TIES SO LONG At SOME FUNDING FOR SPARES BAS ALSO AYAIL- 
ABLE. OONATION OF m*lft B.S.-tUILT TRUCKS BOULD IN 
EFFECT STANDARDIZE RELIEF ADMINISTRATIS ON FLEET ON 
AMERICA* TRSCKS. AXMAft INDICATED THAT PARTICULAR BRAND 
OF TRUCKS MOULD HAKE NO DIFFERENCE AS LONG AS TRUCKS 
CAME UITH MINIMUM NUMBER OF FRILLS CI .Dm RADIOS, AIR 
CONDITIONERS, POLLUTION CONTROL £«H£I!« *SS JJ! I22CM TC0 
UNIT UITH CANVAS TOP ARO §ttILT-HP SIDES. TRUCKS SHOULD, 
ACC0R0IH6 TO A1HAR, IE DIE SEL<»P 4 G»ER€0 AND ^OBLO CONE 
EITHER IN %X2 Oft HX* NODE l THE FORRER MAIING ADVANTAGE 
OF LOUER OPERATING COSTS AND EASIER *MNTENAMCE, THE 
LATTER 9U*G SETTER SUITED TO EXTREMELY RBOGEOHEOAO 
CONDITIONS EXISTING NEAR RANT OF THE REARLT THREE 
KUNOREO REFUSES CAMPS. 

5. COMMENT* EMBASSY SUPPORTS 8RI0AOIER AXHAR'S 
CONTENTION THAT A DONATION OF V^i^tfltT fMCU MNLfi 

SUBSTANTIALLY LOBER REFUGEE RELIEF IK^JLJOSTJ. 
NLC CURRENTLY MAINTAINS A LARGE NUIIiER OF KfACL MERCEDES 
AND SAY IBM TRUCKS AND SHOULD 0E CAPABLE •J -i Ki5K l 52L.y 
U.S. TRUCKS. (CAPABILITY OF NLC CAN SE CONFIRMED THROUGH 
DOD>. PAK MILITARY STILL OPERATES ^AROE NUJtERS OF U.S. 
MADE TRUCKS, AND AMERICAN MOTORS JEEPS ARE ASSERSLEO 
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IN KARACHI -. U.S.- VEHICLES ARE NO STRANGERS TO 
PAKISTAN? THERE NAY BE SORE UNFORESEEN OELIVERY OR 
TECHNICAL R IS*. RUT Ut THINK THAT TRUCK OONATION OPTION 
IS: CA) BETTER CHOICE THAN PAYING UNtERIFIABLE ANO, IN 
ioST CAslI; EXORBITANT TRUCKER FEES, <B> «?«g «^°?J W * J TY 
TO ENHANCE U.S. IMAGE AHONS WHSUS, C«> CERTAIN TO 
BENEFIT U.S. BUSINESS AND 

08OR, ARO (0) LIKELY TO *«*** ,„ , MMl| 

GOP OVER MULTI-YEAR PERIOD. USAIO L060 OR OTHER SYMBOLS 
PAINTED ON TRUCKS IDENTIFYING THEN CLEARLY AS 
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PART OF U.S. RELIEF EFFORT VOUIO 8£ ACCEPTABLE TO COP. 
AZHAR POINTED OUT THAT JAPANESE VEHICLES OONATEO FOR 
RELIEF EFFORT BORE INSCRIPTIONS OBSIGNATING THEM FOR 
AFGHAN REFUGEE RELIEF AND IOENTIFYING OOROR 
COUNTRY. 

6. COMMERCIAL TRUCKING CONTRACTS IN PAKISTAN ARE HOT 
BASED ON COMPETITIVE BIOS. UHENfVER POSSIIlE TRUCKERS 
C ALMOST INVARIABLY PATHANSI RIG PRICE T« GET UKATEf ER 
MARKET CAN BEAR. DEPARTMENTS OESJRE FOR INDEPENDENT 
ANALYSIS OF COMPARATIVE COSTS OF COMMERCIAL TRUCKING 
IROK^RACTS IS UNDERSTANDABLE, BUT DOES NOT SEEN TO BE 
REALISTIC IN CONTEXT OF PREVAILING TRANSPORTATION PRAC- 
TICES IN PAKISTAN. 

7. REFUGEE AOHINUTRATION IS AGREEABLE TO U.S. TRUCK 
DONATION PROPOSAL AND Uff BELIEVE THAT NECESSARY FORMALI- 
TIES CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED HITK NOTE TO HFA. HUMMEL 
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